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Southern African Hindu Samaj
of Victoria

TOGETHER IN SERVICE, UNITED IN CULTURE

Namaste, Pranam, Jai Shree Krishan, Vanakkam

Sawubona, Mhoro, Muli Bwanji, Moni, Old, Wa Uhala Po, Dumela, Khotso, Shikamoo

Why Join SAHSOV (Southern African Hindu Samaj of Victoria)

Because we're building a home for our unique identity

As Southern African Hindus, we live a beautiful blend of cultures. We carry our Hindu faith
and traditions, and we carry Africa in our hearts too. But in Melbourne, there hasn't really
been one dedicated place where African Hindus can gather regularly, protect what
matters, and pass it forward.

SAHSOV exists so our community doesn't slowly fade into “we used to do that”. We want
our kids and grandkids to feel proud of who they are, not confused about it, and not
disconnected from it.

“Southern African” is about heritage, not a barrier.

SAHSOV was created because people from the Southern African Hindu diaspora share a
unique blend of Hindu and African culture, language, food, music, and community rhythms.
We're building a place to preserve that identity and pass it on to the next generation.

Friends and families from all backgrounds are welcome.
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Because culture doesn’t preserve itself

Let's be honest. If we don't create the space, the events, the networks, and the rhythm of
community life, it won't magically happen. Families get busy. Kids grow up Aussie. Elders
get isolated. Newcomers struggle quietly. The connection weakens, one generation at a
time.

SAHSOV is a practical way to keep our roots alive while building a stronger future here in
Victoria.

What We Do

1) Cultural and religious connection

We organise and support cultural and religious activities that keep our traditions strong,
meaningful, and shared, not just practised privately.

2) Youth involvement and leadership

We create opportunities for youth to participate, lead, volunteer, learn, and build
confidence through community activities and service.

3) Community support and belonging

We bring people together through social events, family gatherings, and community
initiatives so no one feels like they're doing life alone.

4) Support for newcomers

We help new families and individuals settle into Melbourne by connecting them to people,
guidance, resources, and community support.

5) Service and charity

We run charity drives and outreach projects so our values are lived, not just spoken about.

6) Business and professional connection
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We encourage members to support each other professionally and commercially through
networking, referrals, and collaboration.

How It Benefits You (and Your Family)

When you join SAHSOV, you're not just paying membership. You're backing something that
gives real value back:

e Belonging: A community that understands your background without explanation.

e Connection: Meet other families like yours and build friendships that actually last.
Culture for the kids: A way for children to grow up grounded in both their Hindu
and African identity.

e Support when you need it: Especially for newcomers or families navigating change.

e Pride and legacy: Keeping our heritage alive, not letting it dissolve over time.

e A stronger network: Social, cultural, and professional connections that make life in
Melbourne better.

What Membership Costs and Supports

Your membership helps SAHSOV organise events, youth activities, community programs,
admin basics, and future growth so we can serve more families consistently and
professionally.

Membership: $10 per person per year (ages 12+).

Your membership helps cover basic running costs and supports our cultural, community,
and youth activities throughout the year.

SAHSOV is about service, culture, and connection. If you
want your family to stay rooted while thriving in
Australia, you belong here.

FOR MEMBERSHIP ->
OUR VISION AND MISSION STATEMENT HERE ->
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https://sahsov.org.au/sahsov-membership-application/
https://sahsov.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Southern-African-Hindu-Samaj-of-Victoria-Our-Vision-and-Mission-022026-3.pdf
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